
 

Henleaze Infant School 
Our Writing Curriculum 

 

Intent:  
At Henleaze Infant School our intention is that all children view themselves as confident and able writers and see value and find pleasure in the writing process. We use 

quality texts and capitalise on the power of stories to engage and enthuse our children We believe the exposure of children’s literature within the primary school setting 

is vital as a rich context for learning; not only within English as a subject but to support building a reading culture throughout the school.All staff work with the children 

to advance pupil outcomes in writing, engaging our learners with the creative writing process, whilst securing deep learning in the core writing skills of transcription, 

grammar, vocabulary, punctuation and composition.  

The early development of oracy, reading and physical development play an integral role in a child’s journey to writing and all children will develop at different speeds. 

Through early identification of needs we ensure that children are given the support needed to convey their knowledge and ideas through the written word. By the time 

children leave Henleaze Infant School they will have experienced writing across a wide range of real-life and creative genres all of which have purpose within the child’s 

life experience. They will have a strong understanding of how writing is used in the world around them and see themselves as authors and illustrators.  

Writing in all its forms touches all aspects of our curriculum at Henleaze Infant School. We are ambitious for our children as writers and we make it explicit that every 

child is a writer through our consistent and engaging whole school approach, using an extensive use of core texts as a hook and stimulus to model great writing. 

Implementation:  
Our curriculum incorporates progression and cohesion, ensuring coverage of the statutory outcomes outlined in the KS1 English Programme of Study – National 
Curriculum 2014. We will always plan for writing opportunities to be meaningful; whether short or long and to have a clear audience. We ensure that children have real 
reasons to write, whether to explain, persuade, inform or instruct and that where possible, this may be embedded within text or linked to a curriculum area. 
 
 Writing in a role using a range of genres is key to our approach alongside writing a critique of the text and making comparisons – all writing skills that will support 
children as they progress through their education.  Through secure subject knowledge, teachers support and challenge pupils in learning new skills during handwriting, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar sessions, as well as through phonics teaching, whilst providing opportunities for meaningful application of writing as a skill applied 
across the curriculum. To ensure deep learning and progression, we use and adapt to our needs, a range of schemes to support teaching and learning. Our core phonics 
progression follows Letters and Sounds, with Jolly Phonics resources to support. Spelling Seeds is used as a spelling progression and resources and Pen Pals handwriting 
for our handwriting progression. We use the A to Z of Literacy scheme to support children who are in need of intervention. 
 
 Quality texts act as an initial stimulus and are carefully chosen by teachers based on the learning opportunities offered and importantly, children’s interests, to hook 
children into the writing process. Other resources are also used to stimulate writing; including artefacts, short video clips, a single picture, a message left by someone or 
a real-life situation that arises. Genres are revisited and applied across the curriculum to allow for deep learning and independent application of skills. We aim to ensure 
coverage of genres, cultures, diversity and authors through our curriculum. The Literacy Tree planning, partners of the English Hub, acts as guidance for this. 
 
Oracy is used as a foundation for the writing process with increasing children’s exposure to new vocabulary and sentence construction as key elements. Group and 
paired talk as well as drama are used to support composition, with writing sequences beginning with planned talk. As the children progress through the school they are 
encouraged to read their work out aloud and edit and improve their work. 

 

 



 

Learning Outcomes EYFS – Year 2 
 

 

 EYFS outcomes for ELG in writing  
Early Learning Goal: Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. 
They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  
Development towards this includes:  
•Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.  
•Begins to break the flow of speech into words.  
•Continues a rhyming string.  
•Hears and says the initial sound in words.  
•Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together.  
•Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.  
•Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.  
•Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions.  
•Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts.   

 
 

Early Learning Goal: Physical Development: Children show good control and coordination in large and small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.  
Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials.  
Development towards this includes:  
•Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control.  
•Shows a preference for a dominant hand. •Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical lines.  
•Begins to form recognisable letters.  
•Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

First hand experiences and pupil offer:  
Children are encouraged to practice their writing skills in many ways through our EYFS provision. Activities are carefully planned and resources made readily available so 
that children can practise their manipulative skills, e.g. modelling, painting, dough and playing instruments. A range of small world toys and construction resources are 
used by the children as part of their exploratory learning and this supports imaginative play, storytelling as well as important motor skills. Children’s fine and gross motor 
skills are monitored closely by adults who will support as necessary through planning in the moment, providing a range of left-handed tools and apparatus as needed. 
Well stocked writing areas with a range of writing tools of different thickness and multisensory qualities are made readily available to the children which are encouraged 
to be used for both indoor and outdoor play. Word banks, sound cards and books are available to children to write about topics of their own choice and interests. 
Independent writing is proudly displayed in the classroom. Our EYFS provision has a dynamic, well-resourced role-play area with listening and writing equipment and 
children are actively encouraged to write signs and labels with a real purpose. Regular story time and pre planned ‘core books’ provide the ‘hook’ into learning on a 
frequent basis and children use this as a stimulus for writing and learning. This approach means that adults can keep track of who has written that week and support 
children during small group guided writing sessions, including those who are less motivated to write through early interventions and precision teaching in some cases. 
Children are supported in applying their daily learning in phonics into their own independent writing. 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 Outcomes 
 

Year 2 Outcomes 

On entry to Year 1: 

 I Can write a simple statement that can be read without the child’s help and that makes 

sense, with mostly accurate letter formation and correct pencil grip. 

Below ARE: 

I can reread my writing aloud to check for sense. 

I can begin to make phonetically plausible attempts at words, using taught phonemes. 

I can spell CVC words (consonant, vowel, consonant e.g. sit / bag / cat) correctly. 

I have an awareness of spaces between words.  

I can write some simple irregular words correctly. (e.g. Phase 2 Tricky words) 

I can attempt simple forms of writing, (lists, stories, retell etc) producing 3 sentences or 

more. 

I can show some control over letter size, shape and orientation in writing.  

I can produce my own ideas for writing and orally rehearse a sentence ready to write. 

I can show some control over word order producing logical statements.  

I am beginning to show awareness of how full stops are used in writing. May be in the 

wrong places or only one, final full stop. 

Meeting  ARE: 

I can spell many Y1 common exception words correctly. 

I can use my knowledge of the 40+ phonemes already taught to make phonetically 

plausible attempts at spelling new words (phonemically regular)  

I can spell the days of the week. 

I can compose a sentence orally before writing it. 

I can write a series of sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative (real or 

fictional e.g. stories, reports, recounts).  

I can reread writing to check for sense. 

I can demarcate some sentences with full stops.  

I can begin some sentences with a capital letter. I can use capital letters for the pronoun I 

and some proper nouns.  

My letters are formed correctly with correct start and finishing points. My letters usually 

have a regular size, shape and orientation. 

I leave spacing between words. 

I can use a conjunction ‘and’ to join 2 clauses, thoughts, ideas etc.  

I can add a suffix (-ing, -ed, -er, -est) prefix (un- ) to a root word (where no change to 

spelling of root word is needed. Eg, dust-dusting) 

I can add –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns. 

Exceeding ARE: 

I can use question marks or exclamation marks to punctuate sentences. 

I can sequence sentences to form coherent narratives based on fictional and real 

experiences.  

I can use vocabulary appropriate to the subject matter. Some independent inclusion of 

adjectives for description and effect. 

I can use ANY conjunction (e.g.  or, but, and) to join 2 clauses, thoughts, ideas etc 

I can spell most Y1 common exception words correctly. 

My letters are always correctly formed and have a clear and regular size, shape and 

orientation (ascenders and descenders / use of upper and lower case are usually 

accurate). 

I use spacing between words that reflects the size of letters. 

Emerging: 
I can write sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative (real or 
fictional). 
I can demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full stops. 
I can segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling some words correctly and making phonetically-
plausible attempts at others. 
I can spell some common exception words. 
I can form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 
the right place. 
I can form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in 
some of their writing. 
I can use some spacing between words. 
 
Expected: 
I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real or fictional).  
I can write about real events, recording these simply and clearly. 
I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital letters and full 
stops, and use question marks correctly when required. 
I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently. 
I can use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but). 
I can use some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses. 
I can segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 
graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-
plausible attempts at others. 
I can spell many common exception words. 
I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to lower-case letters. 
I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
 
Exceeding: 
I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on my 
reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of my writing.  
I can make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to my 
own writing. 
I can use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly. 
I can spell most common exception words. 
I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing (e.g. –ment, –
ness, –ful, –less, –ly). 
I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. 
 



 

Key Stage 1 Coverage  
Core texts are chosen with a wide range of themes of children’s interests, settings, gender models and diversity of people and cultures. 

Year 1 coverage  Year 2 coverage  
Genres: Fiction/Non-Fiction/Poetry  
Traditional tales/fairy tales Stories with predictable and patterned language Poems 
on a theme Narratives from both familiar and fantasy worlds Performance poetry 
Character and setting descriptions Poetry using the senses  
Instructions Labels, lists and captions Letters- informal Dictionary work Invitations  
Diary – linked to science Recount of real-life events  
Information texts with captions Instructions- linked to Computing  
Drama - Performance 

 
Use of Core texts as a hook and stimulus – Literacy Tree Guidance 

Genres: Fiction/Non-Fiction/Poetry  
Innovation of traditional tales Different stories by the same author Poems on a 
theme Character settings and descriptions Poems with similes Extended stories from 
significant authors Significant poets  
Stories and tales from different cultures  
Non-chronological reports Recounts – real life and fictional Formal letters  
Explanation  
Informative posters  
Diary writing – real and fictional  
Instructions Reports  
Drama - Performance 

 
Use of Core texts as a hook and stimulus – Literacy Tree Guidance 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 
EYFS  
Rhymes 
of the 
term see 
EYFS 
plan.  

 

 
Owl Babies, Spinderella, Nothing, The Hare and the 
Tortoise, Sugarlump and the Unicorn, The Mixed-up 
Chameleon, Bee and Me 
CVC words, retell orally and sequence, write lists. Texts 
linked to ELLI animals intro.  

Lost Words 
We’re Going On A Bear Hunt  
CVC words, retell orally and 
sequence. 
 Writing Labels 

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti 
Plain 
Simple letter features  
Handa’s Surprise  
Writing simple sentences 

Jack and The Beanstalk -
story sequencing 
 
Jasper’s Beanstalk 
 
The Tiny Seed 
Make a class book – 
innovate own characters.  

Journey - setting, writing in 
response to an image 
 
So Much  
Innovate, retell and write 
simple narrative.  

Year 1  

 
Beegu - writing short 
character descriptions about 
ourselves. Recount real life 
events. Introduction to 
Adjectives and Nouns. 
Lost and Found – Narratives 
from both familiar and 
fantasy worlds  
Performance Poetry - 
Harvest 
Trip Recount - Autumn 

Send for a Superhero- Write a 
narrative with character and 
setting description. Writing 
letters and emails. 
Christmas poetry – poems on a 
theme  
Mog’s Christmas Calamity- 
letters and lists  
Performance Poetry - 
Christmas 

Lost Words 
Dinosaurs and all that 
Rubbish- stories with 
predictable and patterned 
language  
Traditional Tales- 
Retell with patterned 
language. 
Instructions for a well, 
known - linked to a fairy-tale 
character. Alternative 
endings. 
Performance Poetry  
Explorer Dome -Information 
about Our World 

Innovating traditional tales 
–children choose their 
favourite to inspire their own 
innovation 
Yeti and the Bird- Letters 
and diary writing. Character 
descriptions. 
 
The Odd Egg- Prediction.  
 
 NW24-Moderation writing 
task  
 

Rosie Revere the Engineer-  
Letters of persuasion.  
Information books – Brunel 
- writing about his life and 
inventions. 
The Seaside then and Now 
with Dictionary definitions  
 
Seaside poems - Poems 
using the senses. 
 

Journey– Setting 
description, transition, 
prediction 
Information texts-  
Book of Butterflies – diary 
writing  
Blue Planet clips – David 
Attenborough – Information 
texts 
Trip recount 

Year 2  

 
Tell me a Dragon- Letter 
writing, persuasive writing, 
Instruction Writing, 
Adjectives, Expanded noun 
phrases 
   

Princess and the Pea -   x3 
different versions 
-Comparisons, Character 
Description, Retell, Invitations, 
Setting Description 
Non-Fiction- Recount of trip to 
Caldicot Castle 
Applying for a job in a castle 

Lost Words 
Bob Man on the Moon-Diary 
writing, Conjunctions and 
extending sentences, Time 
Conjunctions 
 Solar system information 
 Newspaper Reports Real life 
moon landings e.g. Neil 
Armstrong 
Recount- ‘We the Curious 
Trip’ 
 

The Way Back home- Story 
Writing, Re-tell 
Ten things found in a 
wizard’s pocket – 10 things 
found in an astronaut’s 
pocket 
Non-Fiction-Non-
Chronological reports. 
Research-Tim Peake 
NW24- Competition and 
Moderation writing task 

Where the wild things are – 
narrative extended stories.  
The Disgusting Sandwich-
Instruction Writing, 
Suffixes, Re-tell, Echoing 
Text 
 The Tin Forest – Informal 
letters, Diary Entry, 
Character Description, 
Echoing the Text, Setting 
Description. 

Journey- Setting description, 
transition, prediction, 
persuasive writing 
Owl Babies- 
Tidalick an aboriginal story- 
Extended stories from 
significant authors  
Different stories by the same 
author. e.g.  Dr Seuss, The 
Lorax, and Cat in the Hat, 
Green eggs and ham. Oh the 
Places you will go.  

 


