
 

Henleaze Infant School 
Our Geography Curriculum 

 

Intent:  
‘The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating 
the diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end it's about using all the knowledge to help to bridge divides and bring people 

together’ US President, Barack Obama 
 
At Henleaze Infant School we are focused on creating conscious citizens that are aware of their environment and how to protect it. Through our 
geography curriculum we are committed to creating globally-minded citizens, who understand the importance of a sustainable future. We provide an 
exciting, relevant and challenging curriculum that seeks any opportunity to learn from the outdoors and what the local and wider community has to 
offer. We aim to inspire in children a fascination and curiosity about the world around them which will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We 
want our children to have an understanding of the diverse places, people and resources that inhabit the Earth and to develop their interest in key 
physical and human processes. The curriculum is designed to develop progressive and transferable skills and knowledge, which will stay with them 
throughout their education and beyond.  

Implementation:  

Children are taught Geography as a distinct subject under the umbrella of topics to provide meaning and context. Focusing on knowledge and skills 
stated in the National Curriculum we teach geography as part of a termly topic, capitalising on cross-curricular links with our writing curriculum to 
immerse children in their learning. We implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the school, for example, gaining a sense of self, family and 
community in the Early years, to learning about the local area and what Bristol is famous for in Year 1, then comparing the UK to a contrasting place in 
Year 2. These topics enable children to gain ‘real-life’ experiences, increase their knowledge and widen their perspective as they move through the 
school. The geography curriculum is implemented in a considered, imaginative and fun way, in the classroom and through enriching experiences such as 
‘wow days’ and trips. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Whole School Curriculum Map for Geography 
 

Term EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 

Autumn 1 Seasons  
 
 

Describing our local area and mapping 
out our journey to school. 

Locating different castles. 

Autumn 2 Welly Walk: exploring the natural 
world around us. 
 
 

Local area field work, using positional 
language and a compass to navigate.  
Daily weather data collection - Local 

Using globes and atlases to locate and 
name the 7 continents and 5 oceans. To 
consider different climate zones using 
geographical language such as 
temperate, tropical, …. 

Spring 1 Where I live: looking at familiar 
routes and creating simple maps.  
 
 
 

Locating the countries and capital cities 
of the UK. 

 

Spring 2 Comparing places with the UK, what 
is the same, what is different?  
 
 

Daily weather patterns, hot and cold 
places around the world.  

Cross Curricular work, What would a 
planet need to look like for a hedgehog 
to survive? Using what we have learnt 
about climate zones and terrains to 
create a perfect planet for a hedgehog.  

Summer 1 Exploring changes in the natural 
world.  
 
 
 

Why do we need the Suspension 
Bridge? 

Contrasting Places, UK and Kenya.  

Summer 2 Caring for the natural world 
 
 
 

Journeys;  Journeys; Windrush, mapping its 
journey from the Caribbean to the UK 



 

 

 

 

 

 


