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Welcome!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is phonics?
The alphabetic code
Blending
Reading and books
Reading at home
Spelling
Concerns about progress
Questions and next steps

Children at HIS started learning phonics on
12th September. They will soon bring home a
reading book to share with you.

We love reading!
•
•
•
•
•

Reading for pleasure
Finding out information
Reading the world around them
Understanding forms and official documents
Accessing learning

As children start their school life they will very much
focus on learning to read. Reading allows children to
access all areas of the curriculum. As they move higher
up the school and into secondary education and beyond
they will be reading to learn, for example reading Maths
problems or reading Science facts. It also allows them to
be successful in everyday life, for example reading signs
in the supermarket. So, it is important that we support
our youngest pupils to quickly learn to read. We want
every child to love reading and to do this we must make
sure that it is a pleasurable experience and that they can
read with accuracy and fluency so they can access as
many opportunities as possible.

What is Phonics?
• Link between the words we say and the letters
that represent each sound.
• Grapheme – the written letter or groups of
letters
• Phoneme – the sounds that the grapheme
makes.
The national curriculum says that phonics should
be the main way that schools teach children to
read. The Department of education have recently
approved phonics schemes that meet it’s criteria
of a good scheme. Our school has chosen to use a
scheme called Unlocking Letters and Sounds.
Phonics teaches the link between the words we
read/say and the words we write on the page.

What is Phonics?

As children start to learn their grapheme phoneme
correspondences (GPCs) it is very important that we pronounce
the sounds clearly and purely. We also help them to learn and
remember the GPCs with an image and action for each
phoneme.

The Alphabetic Code

44
phonemes

Simple
Code

Complex
Code

Your children will have a daily phonics lesson from Reception until Year 2. They will be taught by their teacher in the whole
class and each lesson will last about 20 minutes.

Your child will learn 4 new GPCs each week Your child will be coming home telling you all about phonemes, graphemes,
digraphs and trigraphs! They will be fantastic at understanding this vocabulary as they are learning the alphabetic code and
you can help by using these words at home.

Blending
• Pushing the phonemes together to make a
word. For example, c-a-t… cat
• We want to teach children to recognise the
grapheme quickly so they can blend it
rapidly.

Common Exception Words
There are some words that we use a lot in
English such as the, like, said, were.
To give children’s reading a boost and so
they can access more texts, we want children
to learn these CEWs early on. Many of them
have usual patterns or GPCs that aren’t
taught until later on. So we teach children to
recognise them by sight initially. Children will
be able to decode some of them later on
but, until they have learnt to decode them,
we recognise them as CEWs.

Reading and Books
•

•

•

•

Once your child can read they will be given a book that
precisely matches their phonics attainment so that they
can read at least 95% of the words in it. Please don’t
think that this makes the book too easy for them – it’s
important that reading at home is a celebration and a
chance for them to show their phonics expertise.
In school we will also be reading with children. They will
read everyday in their phonics lessons and every week
either in a guided reading session or 1:1 with an adult
from their class team.
Books that children will be given will precisely match
their phonics attainment
Please don’t compare your child with others and
contact us if you are worried about anything.

Reading at home
•
•
•
•
•

10 minutes each day
Choose a time that works for you
Be positive and celebrate successes
Encourage them to point to the graphemes
Encourage them to say the sounds and blend
them together
• Be patient and let them try and work it out
• Encourage your child to read common exception
words by sight.
• One of the most important ways to increase
children’s accuracy, fluency and understanding of
the book they are reading is to re-read the same
books several times. This is why we only give one
book each week – we would like this book to be
read every day with a different focus each time.
(See video that was sent to parents/carers via
email)

Reading at home
• Continue to read to your child: reading for
pleasure book or library book (and other
high quality texts you have!)
• Model how to read a book – left to right,
turning pages
• Ask questions about what has happened
and characters’ feelings
• Support vocabulary
• Predict what will happen next
• Make connections
• Model your love of reading!

Reading at home: link with school
Your child’s book bag should contain:
• Reading book
• Reading log book
• Reading for pleasure book
• Library book
• Read for the stars book mark
They need to bring this book bag to school
every day.
Please refer to the Reading and Phonics page
on the website to find out more about the
Read for the Stars incentive.

Spelling
• We teach children to use their phonics
to spell in the opposite way to
blending. Instead of blending the
phonemes together to spell a words
we separate the phonemes so we can
hear each sound to be able to spell the
word. This is called segmenting.
• Daily writing as part of phonics lessons
includes segmenting and writing
words.

Concerns about progress
•
•
•
•

All children are different
Discuss any concerns with teachers
Teachers will assess your child reguarly
Interventions will be put in place to
support your child in the specific skill they
are struggling with
• We know if is very tempting to compare
you child to others – especially with
reading and what books they are on but
we would suggest you speak to teachers if
you have any concerns. If we have any
concerns we will discuss them with you –
and we might ask you to do some extra
practice at home.

Questions and next steps

