2022-23 Reception Curriculum
Information: Working in partnership to
ensure the best outcomes for your child

The Reception Team
Daisy Class
Miss B Simmons
EYFS Team Leader

Mrs S Wood

Buttercup Class
Miss N Quinn

Mrs C Maddern

Daffodil Class
Monday - Tuesday Mrs M Brand
Tuesday – Friday Ms R Thoburn

Mrs M Sterland

A Typical School Day
Morning:
★ Self-registration – Choosing time
★ Circle time – Hello song/Visual Timetable
★ Carpet time - Teaching focus (Phonics)
★ Group activities and play supported by adults (inside and outside)
★ Snack time (PSED focus)
★ Group activities and play supported by adults (inside)
★ Carpet time – Teaching focus (Maths)
★ Lunch – Playtime
Afternoon:
★ Circle time
★ Teaching focus (Understanding of the World, Expressive Arts and
Design, R+WV, PSED etc.)
★ Group activities and play supported by adults (inside and outside)
★ Fruit time
★ Group activities and play supported by adults (inside)
★ Story
★ Home time
The timetable also includes assemblies (from Term 2), PE/Dance and Plan,
Do, Review.

Lunch Time
★ Please help your child to choose from the menu
that is available on the website.
★ Reception children are supported at lunchtime
by SMSAs alongside members of the Reception
Team.

Planning our Curriculum

★ Terms 1 and 2 - All About Me and How I Learn (ELLI
Animals)
★ Terms 3 and 4 - Where I Live and Places That Are
Different to Where I Live
★ Terms 5 and 6 - Plants and Minibeasts (In The Garden)

The 7 areas of learning and development:
3 Prime areas:
★ Communication and Language
★ Physical Development
★ Personal, Social and Emotional Development
4 Specific areas:
★ Literacy
★ Mathematics
★ Understanding the World
★ Expressive Arts and Design
Each area is divided into different aspects of learning.

Communication and Language
Two aspects:
★ Listening, Attention and Understanding
★ Speaking
How can you support at
home?
★ Having back and forth
conversations with your
child
★ Exploring new vocabulary
★ Reading frequently to
children, and engaging
them actively in stories,
non-fiction books, rhymes
and poems
★ Encouraging storytelling
and role play

Personal Social and Emotional Development
Three aspects:
★ Self Regulation
★ Managing Self
★ Building Relationships
How can you support at home?
★ Encourage your child to get
dressed and use the toilet
independently
★ Talk about feelings
★ Support your child to make
healthy food choices
★ Talk about why we exercise and
brush our teeth
★ Playing turn taking games
★ Helping your child to resolve
conflicts peacefully

Physical Development

Two aspects:
★ Gross Motor Skills
★ Fine Motor Skills

How can you support at home?
★ Playing and using playground equipment
to develop balance, spatial awareness,
co-ordination and agility
★ Using tools e.g. paint brushes,
scissors, knife and fork
★ Doing puzzles, threading, using
playdough

Literacy
Three aspects:
★ Comprehension
★ Word Reading
★ Writing

Phonics
★ Phonics is learning to read.
★ In Reception, we will be
teaching 4 phonemes (sounds)
per week.

Reading
★ All our reading books are phonetically decodable and
follow the progression of phonics teaching.
★ Every classroom has a book corner with high quality
books accessible for children to enjoy.

How can you support Reading and Phonics at home?
★ Reading at home should be a celebration of the skills that the children are learning
at school. This is an opportunity to practise, refine and reinforce.
★ Teachers will allocate books to your child based on assessment of phonic knowledge.
★ Children will read books at a level where they can blend the phonemes and read
words independently.
★ In order to develop confidence and mastery of reading skills, your child will bring
home one reading book a week that is closely matched to their phonetic ability and
they will know all of the phonemes the book contains.
★ Please read this book with them every day to develop their blending, decoding and
fluency skills.
★ Reading the same book daily for several days helps to develop fluency and embed
phonic knowledge and skills. We ask that you record this in their reading log book
which will be sent home with them when they are allocated their first reading book.
Please write a positive comment everyday about your child’s reading.
★ When your child reads with their teacher, they will look at this to see how they are
engaging with their reading at home and read comments made by parents/carers. We
will occasionally write a comment in the log book too.
★ Support your child to read words in the world around them, modelling to them that
reading is an essential skill.
★ Read stories to your child. This will help them to develop a love of reading and
develop their comprehension skills. Each child will bring home one reading for
pleasure book a week for you to read to them.
★ When you are reading to your child, use your finger to point at each word as you
read it. This will encourage your child to do the same when they are reading.

Writing
★
★
★
★

Mark making
Pencil control and fine motor skills
Writing in a small group
Writing everyday during phonics
How can you support at home?
★ Encourage and value emergent
‘pretend’ writing – squiggles and
random letters. Ask your child what
it says
★ Supporting your child to write for a
purpose e.g. writing a shopping list
before going to the shops, writing
cards/invitations etc.
★ Encourage your child to hold their
pencil/pen using a tripod grip.

Mathematics
Two aspects:
★ Number
★ Numerical Pattern

How can you support Mathematics at home?
★ Download the ‘1-Minute Maths’ app - it is free!
★ Counting in lots of different ways; counting steps as you walk, counting grapes
on the plate, counting teddies on the bed
★ Asking children “if I had one more, how many?” and “if I had one less, how
many?”
★ Looking for and noticing numbers in the environment (e.g. door numbers, road
signs)
★ Playing board and card games – using and recognising number patterns on dice
★ Counting along number track
★ Talking about time: Days of the week, months, seasons and times of day
★ Playing with real money, sorting and identifying coins, paying for small amounts
★ Helping with cooking – measuring and weighing ingredients
★ Recognising and making patterns
★ Making models – using and learning about the properties of 3D shapes
★ Singing number songs
★ Using loose parts (e.g. buttons, pebbles) to count and partition into groups
★ Support children to spot connections between what they are learning at school
and how this can be applied in the real world
★ Putting items in height, weight or size order
★ Solving real life addition and subtraction problems e.g. We have 3 red apples
and 2 green apples, how many altogether?
★ Encouraging children to record number using their own representations e.g.
drawing a line to represent each number

Understanding the World
Three aspects of learning:
★ Past and Present
★ People, Culture and Communities
★ The Natural World
How can you support at home?
★ Talking about how children have
changed from babies and
differences between past and
present
★ Visiting parks, libraries and museums
★ Highlight important members of
society such as police officers,
nurses and firefighters
★ Gardening with your child
★ Talking about the importance of
recycling

Expressive Arts and Design
Two aspects:
★ Creating with Materials
★ Being Imaginative and
Expressive

How can you support at
home?
★ Allowing children to
experiment with a
range of arts and
crafts
★ Singing nursery
rhymes
★ Encouraging your child
to express themselves
through dance and
drama
★ Listening to music,
looking at artwork and
watching
performances

Characteristics of Effective Teaching
and Learning
★ There are three main areas describing how the children
approach their learning:
○ playing and exploring - children investigate and experience
things, and ‘have a go’
○ active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if
they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
○ creating and thinking critically - children have and develop
their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop
strategies for doing things

ELLI animals
Owl - The ability to look ahead and make
plans.
Chameleon - Being adaptable and willing to
change plans.
Unicorn - Using your imagination and being
creative.
Tortoise - Keep trying, ‘Stickability’,
perseverance, resilience.
Cat - Being curious and asking lots of
questions
Spider - Making connections
Bee - Teamwork

Assessment
★ Most assessment is done through observation
★ Supported by regular assessment of phonics,
number knowledge and skills
★ Early Learning Goals - Emerging or Expected
★ Moderated judgements
★ Tapestry

Our School
Rules

